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[The Bengali Translation of the Meanings of the Qur’an between

Presentation and Analysis: An Academic Study]
Researcher:

[Dr. Md. Abul Kalam]
[Associate Professor & Chairman - Department of Sciences of Hadith & Islamic Studies
International Islamic University Chittagong, Bangladesh]

Abstract:

This study examines the translation of the meanings of the Holy Qur’an into the Bengali language from
a scientific and analytical perspective. It aims to assess the accuracy of Bengali translations in conveying
the original meanings of the Qur’anic text and to what extent they adhere to the linguistic and rhetorical
rules of both Arabic and Bengali. The significance of this research stems from the fact that Bengali is
among the most widely spoken languages in the Muslim world, with over two hundred million speakers.
Therefore, the quality of Qur’an translations into Bengali is vital for the correct understanding and
contemplation of the sacred text.

The research adopts a comparative analytical approach between major classical and modern Bengali
translations, with a critical study of the methods used to convey precise religious concepts and Qur’anic
terminology. The study concludes that, despite the translators’ efforts, many Bengali translations vary
in accuracy due to linguistic and cultural differences between Arabic and Bengali, particularly in terms
with theological or rhetorical depth. It also observes that some modern translations show greater
adherence to the original Qur’anic meanings owing to collaborative linguistic and religious revisions.
The study recommends the establishment of joint scholarly committees comprising experts in Qur’anic
exegesis and linguistics from both the Arab and Bengali worlds, in order to standardize and ensure the
accuracy of Qur’an translation criteria. It also calls for training translators in Qur’anic sciences and
comparative linguistics, as well as implementing periodic reviews of published translations to maintain
precision and promote continual development that enhances Bengali Muslims’ understanding of the
Holy Qur’an.

Keywords: Translation, Meanings, The Holy Qur’an, Bengali language.
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